Flight to Warsaw without leaving Vilnius

One foggy Tuesday evening when Vilnius airport was closed and no planes were
allowed to take off, the group of amused people successfully made a flight

from Vilnius to Warsaw. They gathered on the 31st floor of the highest
skyscraper in the Baltic States with flight coupons in their hands and

without even fastening their seatbelts started the flight. After an hour

they smoothly landed at Warsaw Frederic Chopin airport and in a good mood
spread to their homes. In Vilnius...

The thing is that the flight was not real (although very realistic). It was
virtual. Pilots were the enthusiasts of the game “Flight Simulator” created
by “Microsoft”, passengers - their friends and Lithuanian journalists.

The flight was organized to celebrate the announcement of Lithuanian Virtual
Area Control Center (VACC) as the official Virtual Air Traffic Simulation
Network (VATSIM) VACC as well as increase the awareness of this original
hobby in Lithuania. The organizers of the event - Lithuanian VACC and local
subsidiary of “Microsoft”.

The participants of this unusual trip could observe the flight on two big
screens simultaneously. One showed the airplane (sometimes inside the
cockpit, sometimes outside view), and the other allowed to watch the work of
Virtual Area Control Center. Planes from other countries also joined the

game virtually.

The flight was commented by the real pilot from airlines “airBaltic”. He
explained the actions of virtual pilots, shared his thoughts about the
experience of controlling real airplane with passengers.

The event was moderated by one of ideological leaders of Lithuanian “Flight
Simulator” enthusiasts Arunas Stankevicius. He was supported by general
manager of “Microsoft” office in Lithuania Mindaugas Glodas. The latter
claimed that it is very exciting to see how technologies can enable people
to realize their full potential and do things that they would never be able

to experience in real life.

Original:

http://www.microsoft.com/lietuva/press/2006/0328.mspx
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Kovo 28 dieng, kai Vilniaus oro uostas buvo uzdarytas dél tirsto riitko ir Iléktuvams nebuvo leidziama pakilti,
grupelé gerai nusiteikusiy Zmoniy sékmingai nuskrido i$ Vilniaus j Varsuva. Jie susitiko mazdaug 100 metry
aukstyje su léktuvo bilietais rankose ir net nepraéje muitinés patikrinimo bei neprisisege dirzy pradéjo



skrydij. Mazdaug po valandos lIéktuvas sékmingai nusileido Varsuvos Frederiko Sopeno tarptautiniame oro
uoste, o keleiviai pakilios nuotaikos iSsiskirsté po savo namus. Vilniuje...

Toks skrydis i$ tiesy jvyko. Taciau jis buvo ne realus, o virtualus. Léktuvg kompiuteriais valdé pilotai, kurie yra
~Microsoft" sukurto aviacinio Zaidimo ,Flight Simulator" entuziastai. Keleiviy vaidmenj atliko jy draugai ir Lietuvos
zurnalistai.

Sis virtualus skrydis buvo surengtas pazymeéti oficialy Lietuvos virtualaus skrydziy kontrolés centro (Lithuanian Virtual
Area Control Center - LVACC) pripazinima. Juo taip pat siekta pristatyti Lietuvoje dar mazai kam girdétg pomégj -
skraidyma virtualiais léktuvais, kuriy valdymas identiSkas tikry léktuvy kontrolei.

Vieno i$ Vilniaus dangoraiziy 31-jame aukste jvykusio nejprasto renginio dalyviai galéjo stebéti skrydj dviejuose
dideliuose ekranuose. Viename is jy kartais is iSorés, kartais iS piloty kabinos buvo rodomas léktuvas, o kitame buvo
galima matyti virtualaus skrydziy kontrolés centro darbg. Renginio metu Siame ekrane pasirodé ir daugiau léktuvy. Tai
buvo zaidimo entuziastai i$ gretimy Saliu, kurie tg vakara ,atskrido" | Lietuvg tam, kad virtualiai pasveikinty kolegas.
Skrydj komentavo tikras pilotas i$ ,airBaltic" avialinijy. Jis aiSkino virtualiy lakliny veiksmus, pasakojo apie realaus
léktuvo su keleiviais valdyma. Renginj vedé jo iniciatorius, vienas didZiausiy ,Flight Simulator" entuziasty Lietuvoje
Arilinas Stankevicius.

~Microsoft Lietuva™ generalinis direktorius Mindaugas Glodas teigé, kad dziugu matyti, kaip Siuolaikinés technologijos
leidZzia Zmonéms jgyvendinti savo svajones ir daryti dalykus, kuriy jie dél vienos ar kitos priezasties negali patirti
realiame gyvenime.

Viename ekrane buvo rodoma lékbova
pilaby kabina (kokpitas), kitame — virtualaus
skrydziy kontrolés centro zemélapiai

Wirtualy skrydj korentuoja tikras avialinijy Jeleiviai™ susidomeéje stebéjo lekbuvo
wairBaltic™ pilotas Darius Kenzgaila rusileidirng Yariuwvaje

iy e
Flight Sirnulator™ entuziastai Microsoft
Susikaupe virtualds pilotai lékbuvy waldé Listuwa™ wadowoi Mindaugui Glodui jheilé

karmpiuteriu rmarikinélius su Lisbuwos virbualaus skeydzig
kontrolés centro simbolila
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