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Virtual flight for everyone 
By correspondent of „Lietuvos Rytas“- Paulius Jakutavičius  

 
Back to childhood 

 

If you ever had a dream to become a pilot, you can fulfill it now – simply sitting in front 

of your computer and virtually piloting heavy jets for the couple of hours. 

 

Last week two companies „Microsoft“ and „airBaltic“ offered virtual flight from foggy 

Vilnius to Warsaw. 

 

The initiators of the event were group of enthusiasts – amateurs of the virtual flight game 

„Flight Simulator“ created by „Microsoft“. 

 

Even it was known, that the flight will take place in the virtual reality, it was hard to 

differ at first sight: where is the reality and where - just virtual  space. 

 

Fog – even in virtual space    

 

„Czechs are trying to land in Vilnius“ – was commenting moderator of the event. And 

really – on the big screen it was possible to see the plane as dot, marked with arrows, 

which was coming to Vilnius airport.  

 

Unfortunately because of the blanket of fog, the pilot had to search and land in another 

airport located in Kaunas or Palanga. 

 

The screen of one computer was imitating the cabin of the virtual jet. It was possible to 

see foggy shapes of the buildings in Vilnius airport, ramp of the plain. 

 

The truth is, that special software gets information via internet about air conditions and 

simulates appropriate situation in the virtual space. 

 

Reality in the computer       

 

Possibility to pilot a virtual jet via computer is not a novelty. But the game became much 

more attractive because of appeared possibility to connect other players via internet. 

 

Arūnas Stankevičius, who is one of the game „Flight Simulator“ enthusiasts, was telling, 

that the group of enthusiasts created special software in 1998 allowing pilots to fly in one 

space. 

 

This way virtual flight control centers were established as well. 

 

Rules in virtual space are the same as in real aviation: the same air traffic, same language 

of instructions and notifications, plain start-up procedures. 

 

Models of the airports are created and their plans are moved to the virtual space by 

enthusiasts themselves. They also paint jets with common colors of airlines.    



 

Everyone can pilot 

 

One of the pilots from  „airBaltic“ was showing instruments on the screen of the 

computer so  realistic as if he would stand in the real cabin of his jet.  

 

In the middle of the flight from Vilnius to Warsaw flight control center of polish capital 

connected with the pilots of „airBaltic“. 

 

Everyone can pilot virtual jet, but only after passing special exams via internet, you can 

become an air traffic controller. 

 

A.Stankevičius knows about 20 Lithuanian enthusiasts, who are piloting „Flight 

Simulator“ planes via internet. With the main part of them his is familiar only via 

internet. 

 

He founded and takes care of the web page „lt-vacc.org“ were pilots from all over the 

world are communicating and getting information about Lithuanian airports. 

 

By the way, in every web page you will find notification – information just for the flights 

in virtual space!  

 


